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FOREWORD

1. This mlitary standard (ML-STD) is approved for use by al
departnments and agenci es of the Departnent of Defense (DoD)

2. Beneficial coments (recommendations, additions, deletions) and
any pertinent data that may be of use in inproving this docunent
shoul d be addressed to:

Joint Interoperability and Engi neering O ganization
ATTN.  TBBW

11440 | saac Newton Square North

Reston, Virginia 22090-5006

by using the self-addressed Standardizati on Docunent | nprovenent
Proposal (DD Form 1426) appearing at the end of this docunent or by
letter.

3. M L- STD- 188- 100, -200, and -300 series docunents contain
performance standards for existing DoD | ong-haul and tacti cal

communi cations systens. These standards apply to current anal og and
digital network elenents used to forma connection of |oosely coupled
subsystens, each designed to provide a uni que service. ML-STD 187
series docunents are planning standards for systens and system
paraneters that have not been tested. It is intended that all or part
of this docunent will transition to a ML-STD 188 series docunent as
the paraneters defined in this docunent are validated through testing.

4. We are approaching an era in which digital conmmunications and
conputer networks will be conbined into an information system The
Def ense I nformation Systens Agency (DI SA) and the services recognize
the need to nove beyond the traditional approach reflected in the ML-
STD- 188 series. The purpose of this -187 series docunent is to
provide the framework for a forward-I|ooking standards base required to
pl an and design the Defense Information System (DIS). It should be
understood that there are sonme areas in which standards direction is
not yet clear. These areas are discussed in this docunent and they
are subject to further definition.

5. Thi s docunent contains the technical standards and design

obj ectives necessary to provide a DIS that will allow strategic and
tactical users to exchange all fornms of information digitally. The
standards contained herein are cormmon to both tactical and strategic
systens, unless otherw se specified. This docunent addresses al
interoperability elenents specified in the DIS framework, except data-
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processi ng standards such as standard programm ng | anguages and data
el enent s.
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6. The standards in this docunent are based on, or make reference
to, corresponding paraneters in other ML-STDs, as well as Anmerican
Nat i onal Standards Institute (ANSI) standards, International Tel egraph
and Tel ephone Consultative Commttee (CCITT) reconmendati ons,

I nternational Organization for Standardi zation (I SO standards, and
STANAGs, wherever applicable.
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